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EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT - MARCH QUARTER, 1939 


The latest available statistics, from various sources, which 
offer some indication of the movement of Employment and Unemployment throughout 
Australia have been issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson). 


Employment in Factories. The estimated number of persons 
employed in Australian factories in 1937-38 was 24% greater than in the pre- 
depression year of 1928-29, and 77% greater than in the year 1936-37. When the 
growth in employee population is taken into account, the 1937-38 index number 
was 11f greater than the 1928-29 index and 6% greater than the index for 
1936-37. During 1937-38 the latter index rose steadily for the first six 
months, but declined slightly in the closing months of the year to a level about 
5% higher than the average for 1936-37. Although this index has remained 
fairly constant during the present financial year, the February index is slightly 
below the average for 1937-38. 


A comparison of factory employment in February, 1939 (the 
latest month for which figures are available for all States) with February, 1938, 
shows the following estimated percentage changes:- New South Wales, -1.63 
Victoria, -6.8; Queensland, +2.83 South Australia +1.73 Western Australia, -2.73 
Tasmania, +3.8; Australia, -2.9 (or taking account of the growth of employee 
population, -3.8). 


Employment in Retail Stores. The index number for Australia 
for the year 1937-38 indicates a 28% increase in employment since July, 1933 (the 
first date for which figures are available), and a 3% increase since 1936-37. 

When the growth of employee population is taken into account increases are 22% since 
July, 1933 and 2% since 1936-37. During the first eight months of 1938-39 this 
latter index has shown a slight improvement over the corresponding months of 


1937-38, and the February figure equals the average for 1937-38. 


A comparison of employment in retail stores in February, 1939 
(the latest month for which figures are available for all States) with February, 
1938, shows the following estimated percentage changes:- New South Wales, +2.33 
Victoria, +1.4; Queensland, +1.8; South Australia, nil; Western Australia, -2.63 
Tasmania, +5.63 Australia, +1.5 (or, taking account of the growth of employee 
population, +0.4). 


MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT - EXCLUDING WORKING PROPRIETORS (a) 
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monty Wales ee eee Australia | Australia ye aca pe cy Ro 
ER nr i ere ee dio _ Population 
Mo129,539s |M. 98,0685 MONG OS Sees Me 7. 10a M.315, 9443 
Number of Employees, 1928-29 He 44 550ls) |i. Sloe Bin (GOS Wii Pe aztsube pemliens Ooules ae a 
2 T.174,120 T.149,266 Pans We Aba SES: ie a Shee Aye wae ab 9 9E1 7 
M. IF. F..1T. |t. iy. |T. |M. T. |M. IF. |T. M.| F.| 
Index for 1926-27 100] 98 99}101]/101} 89} 991113);109]112 91! 94}105} 88;101!101} 98 a 106 | 102 
1927-28 99; 97 981100;101} 92; 99)106 11061106 97} 981107]104 1061100 981100} 102 }|100 
1928-29 100} 100 100| 100}100 }100}100] 100; 100].100 100]100}100] 100] 100} 100}100;100 } 100 | 100 
1929-30 90} 91 98| 97] 95] 94] 94) 87] 89 98| 941105] 991104] 92) 95); 93 91 93 
1930-31 68] 75 83 980) {Seales seo saee Gory wae 76) 69) Bo So 64 Poets ae Jie 76 
1931-32 66} 79 SON teh Wess il tsb UAH tet! WMS 151 63) 84) 87) 85) 7O| B64) 74 68 80 
1932-33 Tey tee 101}; 92} 80} 92; 82} 68] 84 81} 70] 86}; 90} 87; 78] 93] 82 74 87 
1933-34 82} 94 10%1/100| 86) 99} 88] 77} 89 85) TI 934-89) 92: -S6i) 99) 90 81 92 
1934-35 93 }107 113/108] 92 1105} 94] 89) 97 921 85{/101} 97/100} 96)108}{100 89 99 
1935-36 _104}116 119{117| 97 110}; 99)104]110)105 LOG | LOO Li POS | LUG | O71 ee ee OS 05 
1936-37 aa 2) Paes) 2k SS tMOSAIElS | MOGHEO ES ale: LVS WMOS WA LOS ALS) Pala Tea GO Ara eae: 
1937-38 (b) 121/134 126/130 3110 ]121]112 {116 }118|116 LETT EVO U2 SMOG | Aes tee A EAS eee ea Ome elke 
1937 - February 1144126 125}|125). 96 /115). 99{114 1118 |115 PESIDLO [32 A228 LES ee ea LOS hee 
March DES) (230 PNG ILA) SV) Wattles} TOYA UIs LISS LAL(S VEZ TIVO SDT LAO ay PAS eo OG mets 
April 114/129 1261128 |101 1114) 104 119 j120/120 VTL 1/109 1130 |LOG) 125 | LS | PAS UAC Torys ia 
May 1S e's 2225 LOSs ako POR tie @ male falaaeg VIET LOO! 7 |LOSS) 222 Ae Lesa oo LO raieee 
June eles 120}124 1109 }115j2 10 119 411613118 110 }108 119}122 |120 


MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT - EXCLUDING WORKING PROPRIETORS 
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F. M. Pet Me I, de 
1937 - July (a) ae 106/113 115] 118] 122/119 

August 123 108/113 115]120]125/121 

September 126 110)116 114]120]127/122 

October Ly 118 PEO! W222) 229 24 

November 128 20/23 Has: 
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February 441301133 eS O)a 2S ID 
March See LaA 2S see 4 
April 130 1134 PASH) Wye 
May 127 32 
June 125 1130 
July (b) Lads oy LS leg LOPLI? L091 226209 122) 122 1241122 109} 109 | 209 
August 125 |126 4120 |126 115]|112 |107 {116 |108.)126)110}122) 122 |128j123 109; 1124110 
September L225 26 bob ies 117/114/107 |116 |109)124j}102 $119) 122)128)|124 168 | lid | 238 
October 123 |126 116 }133 1184115 }109 }118 }111}127)102 112211221128 )124 | 109} 1121 176 
November 122 ley 1164 L265 119/115 |109 {119 }111]126| 98/119/123 |126 |124 1101 lita 
December 117 jiza 1171125 116 j116 110120 1121127 }102')1221123 11231123 110} 107 | 109 
January 125 {106 ;119}104)119 120!119 104}116 1107 /135)120}131 120}124/128 1a 99°; 105 
February 126 1119 ]124{107 |124 | 105 123|109 137}130{135/ 121!124!122 108! 108! 108 
Number of Factories in Sample 150 92 49 2439 
Percentage of employees in 86 21 aq 62 33 = | S 


sample in 1936-37 


(a) The indexes for 1936-37 and those of New South Wales and Victoria for 1937-38 are based on the final factory returns. 
From July, 1937, the indexes for the remaining States have been computed on the basis of the 1936-37 final figures, 
whilst the Victorian and New South wales indexes for the current year are based on the 1937-38 final figures. 


(bo) After June, 1938, male and female indexes for Australiaare calculated on the assumption that the change in masculinity 
in the six States is equal to the change in the five States other than New South Wales for which sample masculinity 
figures are not available. 





Year Victoria | eens” Aust- AUSTRALIA 
land ; 
Ls SERRE SEN slits 
1926-27 66.3 oa.6 81.7 Tee 
Lee7T=28 66.2 83.2 81.2 736 
1928-29 6py'T 81.9 81.0 Tek 
1929-30 Coat B19 80.3 72.7 
1930-31 64.4 Sl .6 193 1 BA 
Past 32 620i 80.8 77.6 69.5 
1932-33 62.2. 79.8 69.4 
1933-34 63.0 oe 70.2 
1934-35 64.1 oY | 70.8 
1935-36 65.3 80.0 pri 
1936-37 66.1 80.1 Tae0 
4937-38 66.6 80.4 7202 
1937 - 
February Cot 79.0 71.7 
March CSie9 19.62 71.7 
April 66.2 80.1 Mea 
May 66.6 80.3 T20d 
June 66.8 81.2 Toul 
July (a) 66.6 80.7 72.5 
August 66.3 80.5 T2603 
September 66.1 80.8 Teel 
October 66.3 80.0 Tael 
November 66.4 81.0 1202 
December 66.7 80.1 7200 
1938 - 
January 67.8 W268 73.0 
February 66.3 79.6 72.0 
March 66.2 80.2 71.9 
April 66.6 80.0 72.0 
May 66.8 81.0 Tak 
June 66.0.0 B10 724 
July 67.0 80.8 (oy 7eeo: 
August 66.0 81.2 720 
September 66.1 eS Tal 
October 66.7 To at T2028 
November 66.9 81.1 72.9 
December 67.8 8059 oon 
1939 - 
January 69.2 79.7 (aco 
67.0 1926 lea 





MALES _ EMPLOYED IN FACTORIES AS PERCENTAGE OF ALL PERSONS 
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Note: This table has been revised to exclude working 
proprietors. 


(a) From July, 1937 the percentages are based on estimates 
computed from returns from "sample" factories, with the 
exception of New South Wales and Victoria where final 
figures are available for 1937-38. 


(b) From July, 1938 the percentage for Australia is calculated 
on the assumption that the change in masculinity in the 
six States is equal to the change in the five States, other 
than New South Wales, for which sample masculinity figures 
are not available. 


MONTHLY INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN RETAIL STORES 


(Base: July, 1933 = 100) 





Austrelia "s 
South | Western | qTg,. _Index 
Aust- | mania nad justed divided by 
ralia Index Index of 
Employee 
Population 
Index for - 
1933-34 99 104 
1934-35 105 112 
1936-37 15 125 
eter 116 128 
1937 = 
February 114 125 
March 114 123 
April 114 124 
May its 126 
June 113 126 
July 125 127 
August Li 124 
September es 125 
October ; 114 127 
November 116 129 
December 126 144 
1938 = 
January 122 129 
February 116 128 
March ae tee: 8 127 
April pig 128 
May 115 128 
June 114 129 
July 120 129 
August 113 126 
September 14 127 
October 115 128 
November 116 131: 
December 131 147 
1939 - 
January 120 129 
February 113 130 
Number of 
establishments 69 14 939 939 


mow furnishing 
returns 


INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES AND 
UEENSLAND 


Working from the basis of the results of the Census of 30th June, 
1933, and from compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wages tax and 
returns collected from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New South 
Wales has prepared an index of employment and unemployment covering all persons dependent 
on employment in New South Wales. The Director of the Bureau of Industry of Queensland 
publishes an index of employment and unemployment among men wage and salary earners. 
The data for this index are derived from information relating to Unempllyment Insurance 
contributions and other sources. The results are given below - 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


Percentages of Employment and ane loyment - All available 
wage-earners (a) Including and ( b) Excl luding as em as_ employe ployed 
the full-time equivalent of men engaged part-time on 
relief works 
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and available for employment 
(a) Including as employed 












(b) Including all part- 















Period the full-time equivalent come Pelcer workare 
of all part-time relief as umemployed 
2 | workers fae 
Employed | Unemployed Employed | Unemployed 
Census of 30th June, 1933 74.4 
1934 - June ss 80.5 aii 
1935 - June ora ooo 16.9 
1936 - June se 89.3 12.9 
1937 - June os 9355 6.9 7.7 
1938 - February se 96.0 4.0 5.0 
March ee 96.0 4.0 Diack 
April am 96'.0 4.0 Dek 
May oe 95.8 4.2 Dee 
June i 2600 cess 4.9 
July an Joes 4.1 Sed 
August dee ee) 4.7 58 
September ae Elerie) 4.2 Dek 
October aie 95.4 4.6 adh 
November a DaaO 4.4 564 
December os 96.5 3.5 4.6 
1939 - January o° 3.0 7.0 8.1 
February cs 94.4 566 6.7 





| 
| 
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A eS a er renee ee 


The indexes were revised in November, 1937. In estimating the increase 
in the number of persons dependent on employment allowance is now made for (a) increase 
in the proportion of females who are wage-earners, and (b) youths who were without 
occupation but were not recorded in the wage-earning group at the Census of 1933. 
Adjustment for seasonal variations in employment is not made except in respect of casual 
retail employees in December. 





At the Census of 30th June, 1933, 15,142 persons dependent on employment 
returned themselves as unemployed by reason of piinesd. accident, etc. or "voluntarily". 
This number, representing 1.8 per cent. of all persons dependent on employment is 
excluded from the above indexes, which relate to percentages of available wage-earners, 
employed and unemployed. 


The approximate number of persons in private employment was 478,000 in 
June, 19333 653,000 in June, 1937; 689,000 in June, 19383 and 683,000 in February, 
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QUEENSLAND 
Employment _and eC a teat among Men Wage and Salary Earners 
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3 months ended - 





1933 - June ais 79.0 PAL AG | 

1934 - June aie 85.0 WG) 

1935 - June ae 85.9 NOK als 

1936 - June tes Sate. 8.2 

1937 - June Ae 94.3 Si OS 

1938 - January ria 95.4 4.6 8.2 
February eo 95.60 4.7 8.2 
March ae Shaye 4 4.6 Sia 
April ee 95.2 4.8 8.4 
May a 05.3 4.7 So 
June bn 95.4 4.6 Brae 
July ee 95.7 | 4.3 teeta 
August of 95.9 4,1 ao 
September oe 96.0 4.0 Tee 
October aha 05.5 4.5 6.8 
November a 95 ea 4.8 Oe 
December wie 94.8 H Ae 6.0 

1939 - January as OBie | 4.8 5.4 


The above table is in terms of full-time employment and unemployment. 
Normal seasonal veriation is excluded. Allowance has been made for an estimated annual 
increase of 1.5% in the number of men dependent on employment, The approximate number 
of men in employment for the three months ended January, 1939, excluding relief workers, 
was 180,000, 


TASMANIA: EMPLOYMENT 


The following table compiled from the wages tax returns of private 
employers in respect of their employees, whether subject to or not Subject to tax, and 
from returns of Commonwealth, State and Local Government employment, gives the best 
measure available of the course of total employment in Tasmania, 















Private Public Total Employment 
Period Industry Authorities Public and Private 
M, Fr, Total M. Total 
1936-37 30,858! 9,522 12,561 |41,656/11,285) 52,941 
1937-38 34,001/10,685 12,406 144, 582 /12,510/57,092 








1937-38 - 
December 35,029}11,068 12,606/45, 804 58,703 
January 34,386/11,238 12,314144,978 57,938 
February 34,238/10,971 12,313 |}44,776 Sinan 
March 36,017}11,940 12,533 /46,719 +} 60,490 
April 35,619) 21,255 12,387 |46,165 59,261 
May 34,645110,919 12,670/45,452 58,234 
June 32,967}10,675 12,517} 43,618 56,159 
1938-39(a)- 
July 34,465 /10, 806 12,464] 45,056 Dig too 
August 34,665 /10,888 12,530| 45,332 58,083 
September [34,663 10,981 12,468 |45,256 58,112 
October 35,661 |10, 522146,183 12,580 )46,362 58,763 
November 37,366 |11,131/48,497 12,440 147,927 60,937 
December 365299 111,795 12,571 |48, 987 62,625 
January 37,426 |12,143149 12,017 |47,656 61,586 
February {38,195/12,227 12,487 |48,789 62, 909 
(a) . See Note 2 below. 
NOTES 
Le For each month of completed financial years the figures in the 


table may be regarded as providing a virtually complete record of total employment. 
They are @ combination of monthly figures received currently and annually, covering 
both private and public employment. They are deficient only to the inappreciable 
extent that some relief and other intermittent workers and domestic workers in private 
homes are not covered by the monthly returns. On the other hand, to the extent that 
they embrace the majority of workers subject to intermittent employment over the 

whole year, they reflect fully the seasonal and all other influences upon employment 
in Tasmania, 


on For the months of the present financial year the figures are estimates 
based upon the current monthly movements of all public authority employment and of 
about 44 per cent. of total private employment. For a given month the figure of 
total private employment of the corresponding month of the previous year is changed 
in the ratio of the change of the current figure of private emplayment. The 
indication of the position for all employment in Tasmania given by this technical 
procedure must be read in the light of other indications of current change, 


UNEMPLOYMENT 
QUARTER ENDED MARCH,1939 


The figures relating to unemployment among members of Trade Unions are, 
similarly to those published in the last, derived from returns furnished by Trade 
Unions. 


The percentages of recorded unemployment among members of reporting 
‘Trade Unions for Australia as a whole are given below for the June quarter of 1932, 
when unemployment was at its maximum and for each quarter from March, 1934 onwards: - 


AUSTRALIA 
1932 - June quarter 30.0 per cent. 
1934 - ifarch quarter 75 cea 
June ” 20.9 W " 
September" 20,4 
December " ooo.) © s 
1935 = March quarter 18.6 * . 
June ” ae, = 
September" Gee. ee i 
December " ses ay 
1936 - March quarter ae = 
June Ww 12.8 w " 
September" ig3o.. x t 
December " LORE te? ss 
1937 - Wareh quarter 2.35 7 
June * Se A : is 
September" 6a . Bk 
December " Sine : * 
1938 - March quarter &30-= % 
June W 8.6 " " 
September" Gag 
December " eyo e 
1939 - wWarch quarter 7.8 i " 


It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each 
quarter, and represent the conditions at the middle of that month. Consequently, the 
latest figures referred to herein relate to the middle of February, 1939. 


Following the peak point (30 per cent.) in unemployment attained in the 
June quarter of 1932 the percentage dropped continuously to 8 per cent. in the March 
quarter of 1938, the lowest figure since August, 1927, when it was 6.7 per cent. In 
each of the next two quarters, however, the figure rose by 0.6 per cent. or 6 per 1,000 
members, fell by 0.3 per cent. or 3 per 1,000 members in the December quarter, 1938, 
and rose again by 0.9 per cent.or 9 per 1,000 members in the March quarter, 1939. 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended. 


AUSTRALIA 
Number_and Membership of Trade Unions Reporting and Number 
and Percentage of Unemployed - warch_ 
quarter, 1929 to March guarter, 1939 
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375 
420,304 | 413 


39,159 | 123,946 


























June June September| December| March 
Quarter | Quarter Quarter Quarter, 
1932 1933 1938 1939 | 
396 394 394 395 
9272 | 415,059 |462,258 |463,748] 468,174 | 471,121 4794378] 
106,502] 36,751] 39,464] 42,732 41,667 46,611) 
30.0 25.7 8.0 8.6 9.2 8.9 | 9.8 | 
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Percentage of Members of Trade Unions Reported as 
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New South Wales 29.6 lO 
Victoria 23.0 0.8 
Queensland WS) 6a | 
South Australia > S105) 9.3 
Western Australia 26.0 Teo | 
Tasmania (a) 18.4 60 
OE Alas 9.8 1 





(a) Revised Series. These percentages, which replace those hitherto published, 


are based on the returns of reporting unions after excluding females from 
Class III (Food, drink, etc.) 


The females excluded, although substantially all employed 
from January to wiarch, are for the rest of the year not "unemployed" in the 
sense that they are seeking jobs unsuccessfully in their own industry. They 
are either employed in other occupations (e.g. paid domestic service) or are 
engaged in home duties. 


This document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician 
and contains statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Commonwealth 
Statistician pursuant to the Census and Statistics Act, 1905-1938. 


ROLAND WILSON 
Commonwealth Statistician 


Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, 


CANBERRA, A.C.T. 





